
Policy IHBF Medical Homebound Instruction 

Issued 06/09 12/19 

Purpose: To establish the basic structure for the district's provision of instruction to 
medical homebound students. 

To comply with state and federal law and to provide schooling for students who, 
because of illness, accident or pregnancy, even with the aid of transportation, are 
unable to attend school but may profit from instruction given in the home or hospital, the 
policy of the board will be to offer a program of medical homebound instruction for such 
students. 

A review panel for any long-term medical homebound instruction requests over three 
months will be formed to include, but not be limited to, coordinator of nursing, 
coordinator of homebound services, executive director of student intervention support 
services or designee, a physician, principal or designee of student's school and 
coordinator of guidance. As warranted, a licensed physician, physician’s assistant or 
properly authorized advance practice registered nurse (APRN) may be included. 

Adopted 5/9/00; Revised 6/19/09, 12/10/19 

Legal references: 

S.C. Code, 1976, as amended: 

Section 59-21-540 - Special education services for which state aid allowed. 

Section 59-33-20(c) - Homebound instruction available to certain 
handicapped children. 

Section 59-33-30 - Establishment by state board of education of program of 
specialized education for handicapped children; rules and regulations. 

State Board of Education Regulations: 

R-43-241 - Medical homebound instruction. 

Richland County School District One 

 



 

AR IHBF-R Medical Homebound Instruction 

Issued 6/0912/19 

Definition 

Students enrolled in a district school who cannot attend school because of illness, 
accident or pregnancy, even with the aid of transportation, are eligible for medical 
homebound or hospitalized instruction. 

Eligibility 

A licensed physician, physician’s assistant or properly authorized advance practice 
registered nurse (APRN) must certify that the student is unable to attend school but 
may benefit from instruction at home or in the hospital. A licensed physician, 
physician’s assistant or properly authorized advance practice nurse must certify and 
specify dates the student is unable to attend school on the medical homebound 
instruction form. 

Approval of a student's participating in medical homebound instruction must be given 
by the superintendent or his/her designee on standardized forms provided by the state 
department of education. All such approved forms must be maintained by the district 
for documentation purposes. 

The student must be of legal school age. 

A student is eligible for medical homebound instruction on the day following his/her first 
day of school attendance or on the first day of a regular, nine-month academic year, if 
he/she is unable to begin the school year. He/She remains eligible either through the 
day before he/she returns to school or through the last day of the regular academic 
year or the school year in which he/she normally would be enrolled.A student is eligible 
for medical homebound instruction (1) on the day following his or her last day of school 
attendance or (2) on the first day of the regular nine-month academic year of the 
school in which he or she is enrolled and would otherwise be in attendance.  The 
student remains eligible (1) until the day before he or she returns to school or (2) until 
the last day of the regular academic year in the school year he or she would normally 
be enrolled, whichever occurs first.  

South Carolina pupil accounting system instruction manual procedures must be 
followed in regard to classification of medical homebound students and counting 
medical homebound students in membership. The student is entered in the medical 
homebound category for Education Finance Act accounting on the date the 
superintendent and/or his designee determine that the student is eligible to enroll in the 
program. medical homebound teacher begins instruction. 

A student classified as disabled in accordance with state board of education 
regulations requires a more restrictive environment and will be placed on medical 



homebound instruction due to his/her disabling condition. An Individual Education Plan 
(IEP) for the medical homebound instruction must be developed by the staffing 
commitment and parent/legal guardian consent obtained prior to such placement. All 
requirements for change of placement must be met, including revision and updating 
the placement form. 

Application process 

A licensed physician,  physician’s assistant or properly authorized advance practice 
nurse must complete the medical homebound instruction form. 

When a parent/legal guardian requests medical homebound instruction for their child, 
the district will require a signed that the medical homebound instruction form has been 
signed allowing the release of confidential information. If permission is not granted for 
the release of information, the medical homebound instruction may not be approved. 

A medical homebound recommendation packet which consists of the state department 
of education medical homebound instruction form, a school homebound committee 
recommendation form, a  and student information form and student schedule must be 
for medical homebound instruction must be completed and sent to the medical 
homebound office. Students officially must be officially enrolled in a district school to 
receive medical homebound instruction. 

Once completed, the form should be returned to the appropriate school personnel who 
will then be responsible for forwarding it along with a medical homebound instructional 
program student information form and medical homebound services committee report 
to the district medical homebound office. 

Upon receipt of these properly completed forms, the medical homebound office will 
initiate the approval process. for approval or denial.  Parents will be notified in writing 
of the determination made upon review of the medical documentation and the school 
committee recommendation.  If denied, the parents will have an opportunity to appeal 
the decision.  

The medical homebound office will also notify school personnel and  the homebound 
teacher, if assigned, of the approval status. Once approved, At this point, approved 
forms, a teacher attendance report (time sheet) and general instructions will be 
forwarded to the school.the teacher “attendance instructional logs” will be maintained 
to account for hours served to students on homebound.  

In instances where there are questions regarding the medical diagnosis the 
coordinator of homebound services will request that the office of nursing service  make 
contact with the medical provider for purposes of obtaining clarity on the students 
condition. The coordinator of nursing services will issue a written report of findings with 
recommendations to the coordinator or homebound services and director of support 
services/designee.  

 



Actual mMedical homebound instruction may not begin until the approval process has 
been completed and the signed forms returned by the homebound office. In 
accordance with instructions in the state pupil accounting system procedures, the 
school's attendance clerk should be notified to change the student's SASI 
PowerSchool classification per the dates approved for services to begin. 

Medical and student records are considered to be confidential and subject to the 
provisions of Richland County School District One policy and administrative regulations 
and applicable federal and state laws on confidentiality. 

Teacher applications 

All medical homebound teachers must hold a valid South Carolina teacher's certificate, 
in the core content areas, foreign language, elementary education, early childhood 
education, and/or special education, must complete a SLED check and must make an 
application for a child abuse and neglect registry check.and adhere to guidelines set 
forth through the Richland One Human Resource Department hiring system. 

Teachers currently employed by the district, as well as those who serve only as 
medical homebound teachers, must complete a medical homebound teacher 
application form and send it to the medical homebound office. Teachers not employed 
by the district must make application through the human resource services office. 
Teachers retired from the district should contact the human resource services office. 

Materials,  and assignments, and grades 

A student must successfully complete the materials assigned and receive a passing 
grade from the student’s classroom teacher or the homebound teacher in case of 
extended medical homebound instruction. This requirement is necessary in order for 
the student to advance to the next grade or to satisfy the state requirements for a state 
high school diploma. The school in which the student is enrolled is responsible for  
supplyingies books and instructional materials to the students and the medical 
homebound teacher. The medical homebound teacher is charged with is extending the 
regular class program for the student unable to attend school. The cooperation of the 
student's regular classroom teachers is is essential in promptly providing textbooks, 
assignments, tests, etc. 

Grades 

The medical homebound teacher is responsible for  carryingies out the assignments of 
the classroom teacher.  

Assigning Student Grades 

It is expected that classroom/subject area teacher collaborate with the homebound 
teacher to determine an appropriate plan for assigning students grades.  Be mindful 
that the teacher who spends the majority of time with a student during the grading 
period is responsible for issuing the student’s grade.  In instances where equal 
amounts of times are spent with a student, th teachers should collaborate on the grade 



and the grade should be issued/entered by the teacher who is currently providing 
instruction. Grades assigned by the medical homebound teacher will be averaged in 
the assignment of the classroom teacher's grade or will be assigned by the medical 
homebound teacher if the student does not return to school prior to the end of the 
school year (see report card manual). 

Class periods provided 

The state department of education funds a maximum of five periods per week of 
medical homebound instruction pursuant to the Education Finance Act (EFA). One 
period of medical homebound instruction equates to one day of school missed. 

The total number of hours to be taught by the medical homebound teacher is 
determinedbased on the recommendation of the school homebound committee and  by 
the medical homebound office. 

Extending Homebound 

  If it is necessary for homebound instruction to continue beyond the initial approval 
period, a new Homebound form must be submitted to the school homebound team 
which must include a treatment plan from the licensed physician’s assistant or properly 
authorized advance practice registered nurse (APRN), that outlines progress towards 
treatment goals, and specific plans to transition the student back to the school setting, 
to document the need for extended services. 

Hospital/Medical homebound students 

For hospital/medical homebound students who are residents of the district, the district 
contracts with local hospitals and residential treatment programs such as Palmetto 
Richland Memorial Hospital, Palmetto Baptist Medical Center and Charter Rivers 
Hospital for hospital academic instruction when the facility has certified teachers 
available to provide the services. The parent/ legal guardian is responsible for 
contactings the school after the students enters the hospital, and initiates the 
application and the same procedures are followedfollowing the procedures of applying 
for medical homebound as outlined in the medical homebound brochure. TThe hospital 
will fax submit to the district medical homebound office the medical homebound 
instruction form. After receiving approval, the hospital is free to provide instruction and 
must collaborate with the school regarding the instructional program to follow.  then 
provides the instruction and makes the contacts with the school regarding the 
instructional program the hospital is to follow. 

Medical homebound instruction while continuing school attendance 

The district may, in rare circumstances, approve a student for medical homebound 
instruction while continuing school attendance. These circumstances could come as a 
result of a school day shortened because of illness. 

Appeals 



In instances where medical homebound has been denied, the parent/guardian has the 
right to appeal the decision made by the homebound office.  Appeals must be sent to 
the director of support services, in writing within 10 school days of the receipt of the 
homebound denial letter.  Decisions made by the director of support services are 
considered final.  

Extension of services 

A review panel for any medical homebound instruction requests over three months will 
be formed to include, but not be limited to, coordinator of nursing, executive director of 
student intervention services, a physician, principal of student's school and coordinator 
of guidance. 
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